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upturn from the low point in activity of the building and construction trades during 
the depression cycle, it was in many ways a satisfactory one in which to commence 
such a record. The difficulties which have arisen in classifying the data from the 
schedules and in compiling representative figures have been numerous. In the 
structural steel industry, for instance, a certain amount of erection or construction is 
carried on along with fabrication. Again, in wood-working and sawmilling a number 
of plants undertake certain types of construction, and in many large manufacturing 
plants of all kinds construction and repair operations of a sort are also carried on. 
Separation and valuation in all such cases is very difficult, especially in an initial 
survey of this kind. 

From the reports received for 1934, a total value of $186,198,890 of construction 
work was shown, of which $115,988,781 was for new projects and $70,210,109 for 
alterations and repairs. The capital employed was $131,041,651, the wages and 
salaries paid amounted to $101,608,228 and the cost of materials was $70,792,135. 
The survey covers a large percentage of the contractors, builders, etc., who operated 
during 1934, and these results, though incomplete, give the construction industry 
a greater gross value than the largest manufacturing industry in Canada, pulp and 
paper, which, in 1934, had a production valued at $152,648,000 (see p. 438). 

Table 1 gives the principal statistics of the construction industry as compiled 
from the returns for 1934. 

1.—Principal Statistics of the Construction Industry in Canada, by Provinces, 1934.1 
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For footnotes see end of table, p. 475. 


